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Important Dates to Remember:
March - April:
Mar. 28th ------------ End of 3rd Quarter
Mar. 29th-Apr. 4th -- NO SCHOOL-BLOCK BREAK
Apr. 13th ------------ 1/2 Day Friday, Student Schedule Change Forms Due, 
            Festival of Nations registration forms Due
Apr. 26th ------------ School Board Mtg.
Apr. 27th ------------ 1/2 Day Friday
May 4th ------------- Festival of Nations
 

A few times a year, staff nominate a senior to be recognized by 
the Downtown Kiwanis club. Devyn Rubie was chosen unani-
mously as our Student of the Month. Being a senior in good 
academic standing and having a strong record of community 
service are some of the criteria for selection. Devyn’s achieve-
ment was celebrated at a Kiwanis luncheon on February 5. 

Kiwanis Student of the 
Month_

Kendra Schroeder and Huda Nuh were the school essay winners 
for the Elks Club essay contest.  The topic was Why Are Veterans 
America’s Heroes. They each received a WOW Zone gift card!

Elks Club Essay Contest 
School Winners_

The Kato PCS School Board election will take 
place on Wednesday, March 28th from 7:30 
am until 7:00pm.  Parents of current students 
are eligible to vote.  Please stop by the school 
to cast your vote or join us for Presentation 
Night as the poll will still be open. 

Board Elections_
Moon Journals_

In astronomy class this quarter, the 
middle school students kept a moon 
journal to help them understand 
how the phases of the moon work. 
Stay tuned for the April newsletter for 
pictures of the results.

Middle School 
Advisor_Judy

Advisor_Jim



Thank you for joining our Hero Squad and supporting 
Pennies for Patients! We’re so thankful for your partner-
ship and support of our mission. We received your 
generous donation of $382.58, the school’s largest to 
date! Congratulations on such a banner year! On behalf 
of our remarkable Honored Heroes and their families, 
and our Pennies for Patients team, we’d like to express 
our sincerest gratitude for the generosity of your com-
munity. With the help of schools like yours, our chapter 
was able to give financial support to more than 1,000 
local patients and their families this past year. With your 
support, we’re well on our way to helping even more 
this year!
 
2017 was also a record breaking year for our mission of 
advancing blood cancer research and finding new 
treatments. The FDA approved 9 new treatments funded 
by LLS, including this CAR t-cell gene therapy, that gives 
hope to thousands of families with children battling ALL, 
the most common leukemia diagnosis in kids and 
adolescents. Again, none of this progress would be 
possible without the help of incredible partners like the 
students and staff at Kato Public Charter.

Together We Change Cancer,
 
Alli
 
Alli Rekow | Campaign Manager 

Kato Public Charter School had planned to host a Red 
Cross blood drive on February 23, but it was cancelled 
due to the weather-related school closing. Another blood 
drive is scheduled for May 29, from noon to 5 pm. KPCS 
students earn community credit by organizing and 
volunteering at our blood drives. Student coordinators 
also qualify for college scholarships from the Red Cross. 

The need for blood is great. In addition to unfavorable 
weather, seasonal flu has contributed to very low donor 
turnout at many blood drives. Donations are critically 
needed in the coming days so that patients can continue 
to receive life-saving treatments.

The Red Cross shelters, feeds, and provides emotional 
support to victims of disasters; supplies about 40 percent 
of the nation’s blood; teaches skills that save lives; 
provides international humanitarian aid; and supports 
military members and their families. KPCS is proud to 
partner with the Red Cross in keeping up with our value 
of community!

Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or 
visit redcrossblood.org and enter: KatoPublicMN to 
schedule an appointment. Walk-ins are welcome.
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Advisor_Jake

High School Music has been working on the 
song “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking 
For” by U2.  They have been learning the instru-
mentation and how to navigate a lead sheet.  
Also, we have been working on hand drum com-
positions and how to compose a rhythm.  

Middle School Music has been working the 12 
bar blues.  The 12 bar blues is a very common 
chord progression in music, especially in classic 
rock and blues music.  Also, we have been learn-
ing common chord progressions in contempo-
rary music. 

Music Theory class has been composing their 
own 8 measure melody.  Also, we have been 
learning how to make major chords and minor 
chords.  Most recently, we have been learning 
how to turn a typical triad chord into a seventh 
chord.  

Jazz History has been working on building our 
vocabulary with voicings.  It is very popular in 
Jazz music to improvise, so the students have 
been working on ways to improvise in specific 
scales. 



Literature 11/12
This quarter, the Literature 11/12 class read Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet, by Jamie Ford.  It’s a 

historical novel based on the story of Henry Lee, a Chinese American boy who befriended a Japanese American 
girl in Seattle during WWII. 

During the war, the Roosevelt Administration asked for and received approval from Congress  for a mandate to 
relocate Japanese immigrants and American citizens of Japanese descent (nisei).  This was done in the name of 
national security in the aftermath of Pearl Harbor. The story begins with Henry in 1986 and soon thereafter the 
author zooms us back to 1942 when Henry was growing up in Seattle’s Chinatown. Ford leads us through this 
coming-of-age novel that explores themes of love, perseverance, cultural and racial intolerance, fear, courage, 

generational conflict, family dynamics, and so much more.

As a class, we focused on skill-building for critical thinking and “reading for comprehension.”  Student-led 
discussions on the events of that era helped the class understand the context prior to the introduction of the 
novel. This is a novel that can be enjoyed by readers of all ages, as personal life experiences will deepen the 

connections and understanding of the themes.

I strongly recommend it!

Last school year, Trevor started a Physical Training (PT) class, based on the warm-up exercises that the Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) do with their recruits.  This class has turned into a very popular option for many 

students here at KPCS, whether it is set at a short block or an exploratory.  

In warmer months, the PT class goes up the hill to Alexander Park to do various stretches before running 1-mile 
laps. This encourages healthy lifestyles among students. In colder months, we move PT indoors, where we do 

calisthenic exercises. In this Short Block, we add some fun competition and see who can hold their “prone-row 
pose” the longest!  

Due to increased demand, Trevor is now offering Advanced PT.  In this class, students are measuring their 
growth every week in push-ups, sit-ups, and planking. They also create  and track their fitness plans, which 

include weekly goals. During the remainder of the week, students are expected to work on meeting their goals.  
In addition to fitness goal setting and planning, students are able to meet other benchmarks within the 

Physical Education standard.

Advanced Physical Training
Advisor_Kurt

Advisor_Trevor



What an entertaining evening at KPCS on January 18! Middle 
school students  performed music pieces and the ballroom 

dancing class waltzed in a choreographed piece.  Debbi Ristau, 
former student, and Kitty Norell presented the trailer to their 

video which was written and filmed at KPCS this fall.  In addition, 
students presented individual projects.  To watch the full video, 

go to: https://youtu.be/xKguc8eBE4M
View the following student awards presented to students for their 

accomplishments.

The next Presentation Night will be on Wednesday, March 28, at 
5:30 pm. We hope to see you there!

Presentation Night 
(Past and Future)

6th and 7th Grade students attended BizTown in Maplewood on 
March 1. Students ran the Manufacturing Center where they 
operated a 3D printer, made buttons and gliders. 

BizTown

Brenna E. and Sophie C. are student directors for the spring play, 
South Canada Downfall, which will be performed on Thursday, 

April 19 at 7:00 p.m.  Brenna and Sophie began writing and 
developing an original script last fall. The story is based during 
the medieval period between two countries, North Canada and 

South Canada. The drama includes all the complications involved 
in creating alliances.  The cost is $3.00 per person. Students 

under 12 are free.!

South Canada Downfall
Student-Directed Play

Advisor_Judy

Advisor_Laurie

Advisor_Laurie



Please welcome Lance Johnson to Kato Public Charter School! Lance was hired in January to serve as the middle school special 
education teacher. This is Lance’s second year working as a special education teacher. His first year as a special education teacher 
was at Gibbon Fairfax Winthrop High School. Prior to becoming a teacher, Lance worked as a paraprofessional at Saint Peter 
Middle/High School for 7 years. He received his teaching license in special education from Minnesota State University-Mankato. He 
has been making a career out of working with youth through community and church events since 2004.

With Lance, you will find a patient, calm, and friendly personality. His students will learn quickly that he has genuine attention to 
their interests and well being. You will often find Lance in attendance at area theater, music, and sporting events that his students 
are involved in. Lance is native to Mankato. He attended both private and public schools in Mankato. Outside of school, Lance 
enjoys attending live music events and area running events in and around Mankato. A couple of interesting things about Lance is 
that he can say the Hebrew alphabet as good as English, and he once served as a volunteer disc jockey at the college radio station at 
the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 

Welcome Lance, our New Middle School 
Special Ed Teacher_

Student Council is a short block that 
students can sign up for each quarter.  The 
purpose of the group is to plan student 
activities, make recommendations to the 
staff and generate ideas for improvement 
of the school.  So far this year the Student 
Council has planned Snow Week, the 
Halloween Carnival and several other 
activities.  Each quarter the group elects 
officers to provide leadership.  Congratula-
tions to the quarter 3 officers:  President - 
Huda, Vice-President - Paul and Secretary - 
Haley.  

Student CouncilStarting the week of March 19, the Junior Achieve-
ment school team is opening the Kato Coyote Store.  

The students are engaged in an entrepreneurial skills 
development.  Store hours will be M-F during lunch 

and M-Th mornings before school starts.  Items include 
sharpies, pencils, lanyards, sparkling water, and 

sugar-free gum.  Don’t forget to stop by and support 
our business venture!

KPCS alumna Mara Goings joined us for Friday Enrich-
ments on March 16 to teach students about making 
bracelets.  Thank you to Mara for sharing her talents 
with the students as well as providing materials!  

Friday 
Enrichment Bracelet Making

Kato Coyote Store is 
opening

The end of the quarter is coming up! Please contact your student’s 
advisor at your earliest convenience to schedule a conference to 
discuss progress and set goals for the next quarter. Conferences 

will be held during the following times:
Tuesday, April 3, from noon to 7 pm

Wednesday, April 4, from 8 am to 4 pm

Spring Conferences

Last school year, Trevor started a Physical Training (PT) class, based on the warm-up exercises that the Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) do with their recruits.  This class has turned into a very popular option for many 

students here at KPCS, whether it is set at a short block or an exploratory.  

In warmer months, the PT class goes up the hill to Alexander Park to do various stretches before running 1-mile 
laps. This encourages healthy lifestyles among students. In colder months, we move PT indoors, where we do 

calisthenic exercises. In this Short Block, we add some fun competition and see who can hold their “prone-row 
pose” the longest!  

Due to increased demand, Trevor is now offering Advanced PT.  In this class, students are measuring their 
growth every week in push-ups, sit-ups, and planking. They also create  and track their fitness plans, which 

include weekly goals. During the remainder of the week, students are expected to work on meeting their goals.  
In addition to fitness goal setting and planning, students are able to meet other benchmarks within the 

Physical Education standard.



https://goo.gl/81Vffr

** If you want to sign up, complete 
the form and waiver at: 



Please welcome Lance Johnson to Kato Public Charter School! Lance was hired in January to serve as the middle school special 
education teacher. This is Lance’s second year working as a special education teacher. His first year as a special education teacher 
was at Gibbon Fairfax Winthrop High School. Prior to becoming a teacher, Lance worked as a paraprofessional at Saint Peter 
Middle/High School for 7 years. He received his teaching license in special education from Minnesota State University-Mankato. He 
has been making a career out of working with youth through community and church events since 2004.

With Lance, you will find a patient, calm, and friendly personality. His students will learn quickly that he has genuine attention to 
their interests and well being. You will often find Lance in attendance at area theater, music, and sporting events that his students 
are involved in. Lance is native to Mankato. He attended both private and public schools in Mankato. Outside of school, Lance 
enjoys attending live music events and area running events in and around Mankato. A couple of interesting things about Lance is 
that he can say the Hebrew alphabet as good as English, and he once served as a volunteer disc jockey at the college radio station at 
the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 
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Greetings!

Many students and parents have asked about details for the 
contract renewal hearing with NEO, our charter school authoriz-
er. We have just received notice that the hearing will be in 
Mankato, on Monday, April 16, at 6 pm.

In the meantime, we are taking proactive steps to effect a posi-
tive outcome. I have consulted with a Curriculum & Instruction 
specialist to explore some changes to our education program 
and innovative additions. A student focus group met on March 
16 and the new ideas were very well received. 

News from our 
Director!



As educators, we feel reassured of our positive influence by 
the letters of support that we have received from students, 
families, alumni, and community members. If you haven’t 
had the opportunity to provide a testimonial yet, I am still 
collecting them until Friday, April 6. A packet of letters will 
be sent to each NEO board member in advance of the hear-
ing so that they have a better understanding of the impact 
of their decision on our families and community.

We hope that we have the opportunity to continue improv-
ing our program and serving students for years to come. 

Stay tuned for more information!

Claudia Madrigal
Director



Kato Public Charter School
 District #4066-07
110 North 6th St.

Mankato, MN 56001
507/387-5524

Civil Rights Statement: In accordance with federal law 
and US Department of Agriculture policy, this institution

 is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, gender, age, or disability.  


